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0-r Doctor Mets: 

Thank you for your nunuscrlpt on ‘The hoon as a Collector of Diological 
Matwial.” l wss $lad to se8 that you h8vo m8clo tha n8cossary Quantltat Ivs 
calculrtlcms md, without luving checkad thus, I us still sure that thy are 
qu I to correct . The only rmark 1 can m&a is that l have novet disagreed 
with your conclusiarr and I fear that in your very first sent- you are 
misqimtlng mbr I # mclosing Q nprint of th6 paper you cited, Rmrkad for 
the ralevant pht&m, tiich a&es it qulto clear that I was thtnklng of the 
ROOR as a possible rqmritory of microorganisms of terrestrial, hot of extra- 
sel8t, origin. in fwit, tha rssln point of a search for rlcroorgmtsms on 
the moon ls to test the irnpllcatlon that the IBQOH has beui periodically con- 
twimated frus the earth. # agree with you that the chmcos of finding traces 
of l xtr@-solar origin are too low to b worth considerlwg. Hover, if it is 
true that terrestrial material cm be found In detect&to mounts on the moon, 
then your last pamgraph knuld be substantiated. 

Since your paper dams create a falsa hsprussion of disugreamn t that would 
be hard to dislodge, I old urge you to rrrmka the eppmprlate revision. This 
mwld be nmch sum satisfactory than polamie rt crams-purposes. 

lha om further point that m rrlght bring into frlmndly orguarwrt is the 
rumming of the punultlnuts p8rwraph of ymr paper. You smm to be arguing 
for lli nItlgation of st8rlltutiul of lmar WBhiclrs because the Wkm may have 
shady been contminated rime lsr>s. I wwld rejoin that it fr precl sely to 
trrt such posstbillti~s that w must koq? tlm fteld aseptic for further sxplora- 
tion. It is rithor p8tadoxic81 that the argmmts agrinst vohlclo strrl l lt8tlon 
hmm cam, cm the me hand, from people who insist that thu motm could never 
hvm been at repository, and from the other, from those who utf)gost tbt it must 
hW@bUWt. 

Yours cordially, 

Joshua Ced8rberg 
Pfofersof of anet Its 
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